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To the « worſhipfall, Mai- 


ſter William Rider, Alderman, 
and elect Sheriefe of 
London. 


Vr, tbis Sermon 
N ® was preached at 

&H x Paules Croſſe 
the Sg of Maye 
125 , at the 
which ther were 
ſame that gathered the ſame m 
writing ſo neere as they could, their 
coppies being conferred and laid to- 
gether, were (neuertheleſse) found 
Very imperfect, ſo that the Prea- 
cher was requeſted to perfelte the 
ſame ſo neere as his memorie would 


A 2 ſuffer 


g | f NE iſtle. 


ſuffer him, the which hauing doone 
and the coppie comminge to my 
Landes „J baue by mite, aut ho- 
ritſe pnted it, I hope to the good 
of mani** And findinge my ſelfe 
greatlie indebted to your worſhippe 
and yours for man y curte ſies 3 7 was | 
bolde to preſent it vnto you as ate» 
ſtimonie of my thankeful minde ho. 
ping that you will accept the ſame | 
in as good part as I meant it. And 
ſo beſeechinge God to bleſſe Jour 
worſhippe to the fulfillinge of that. 

| hope which many conceiue of you in 
time to come I humblye take my 
leaue this 7.of Auguſt. 15 9 I. | 


Your worſhips humbly 
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abends ln Lefoze be: f Ci pft 

Ze Us: [02 0 
ten, that the multitude of them that belee- 
ued were of one hart, and of one ſoule, Act. 
. ver. 32. Foz as one body conſiſting of 
many members, hath but one hart and 
one ſoule,by which all the members are v- 


commeth downe vpon the mountaines of 

Sion, to erp2eſle tho fruit and good that c5- 

meththereof . Ind flaallie hee concludeth 

F 
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who hath commaunded the bleſſing of life 
eternall to bee vpon this bnitie. This is 
b:eefelie the ſamme of the Pſalme , oz of 
this pꝛaiſe which is giuen. Now com eto 
to the expoſition. 

By the firſt wo2d(behold) the Pꝛophete 
doth ſtirre vp the minds of the Jſraelites, 
euen of all the Tribes, to take vie we how 
bleſſed a thing vnity and concoꝛde is, euen 
by their owne experience which they had, 
partlie by the fozmer times, and partlis by 
the time then pꝛeſent. Foz in fozmer dates 
they had felt with much ſozrow,the great 
calamities, harmes, and annopaunces of 
diſco2de : & at this time now pꝛeſent when 
this Pſalme was ginen,they ſaw the bleſ- 
fings and benefites of vnity and peace. Foz 
their fozmer experience in the dayes of 
King Saule, when hee perſecuted Dauid 
which had done none euill , the wo2ſhip 
of God was neglected, god men were op- 
pꝛeſſed, enill men floziſhed, with much 
greefe of minde vnto many, then was there 
diſco2d,ſo far as men durſt ſpeake. When 
Saule wag taken away, and Dauid was 
annginted King in Hebron , Abner the 
ſonne of Ner Captaine of Saules armie, 
take Iſhboſheth Saules ſonne, and — 
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him vp foz King, the diſcoꝛde then grewe 
much greater,foz then one part of the Tri⸗ 
bes claue vnto Dauid, the other vnto the 
houſe of Saule. They were indeede all the 
ſonnes of Iaacob and p:ofeſſed the God 
of Abraham , whome they ſhould with 
one mouth haue wo2ſhipped and gloriffs 
ed as &. Paul ſaith , Rom. 15. ver. 6, 
but they were denided and rent a ſunder, 
fo; there was bloudy warre and long time 
continued among the Tribes: 2. Sa. 2. &. 3. 
bzethzen with deadly hatred and enmitie 
purſaing their bzethzen, ſeeking the bloud 
eache ol other. Jt could not bee but that 
great calamities in this time of diſcozd did 
onerſp:ed the whole land: they might by 
experience then and did beholde how euill 
and how miſcheruous a thing it is, faz bze- 
thzen to be at variance. The cutting down 
of ſo great an euill, and taking away all 
occaſion is a verpe great good. Mherefo2g 
when Abnereg Icheboſheth were Caine, 
all Alraell came togeather and ſet vp Da- 
uid, Then there grewe a reconciliation of 
Tribe vnto Tribe, and they which wers 
befoze rente a ſunder, became againe ons 
body,bzethzen imbzaced eache other with 
loue, the bitter hatred befozs among = 
as 
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was cutte downe and ertinguiſhed. The 
wo2ſhip of God was now let vp, the bleſ- 
ſinges of God were powꝛed downe from 
heauen vpon them in great plentye , the 
whole land did reiopce with top and glad- 
nes: Therfoze he willeth them now to be- 


hold how good and howe comelie a thing 
itis , foz bꝛethꝛen to dwell alſo at vnitie. 
Thus were they taught by their owr.e ex- 
perience on both ſides: Foz they had found 
the greeuous annopances of diſcozde , and 
enmity on the one part,and the benefite of 
peace on the other, and this is it ye willeth 
them to behold. Behold how ged and how 
comelie a thing it is, which dooth cutte 
downe ſo great euull, and behold how good 
and how comelie a thing it is, which bzin- 
geth with it ſuch great bleſſinges of God: 
thus much lo the firſt woꝛd · Chen to the 
pꝛaiſe it ſelfe : the firſt Epithite is ( howe 
good) which containeth the great fruit that 


ariſeth and is afterward ſet fozth 
by the conn enmprion: that is, o the 
the de ermont foz that is a thing 


fruitefull and good. The other is ( how 
tomelie) the woꝛd is Magnim, which ſig⸗ 


nifieth beautifull, werte, comelie, oz plea- 
ſaunt:as in Pſal. :6.Where he ſpeaketh -o 
TY 
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the reſarrecion and eraltation of our ſas 
uiour Chꝛiſt, ſaying. Thou wilte ſhewe 
me the path of life, the fulnes of iope is in 
thy pzelence , at thy right hande comely 
pleaſures foz euermoze.This comelie plea- 
ſantſweetnes of concozd, is reſembled and 
ſhadowed foozth by the fozmer ſimilitude, 
that is,of Aarons annointing, foz that was 
a verie comelie anda ſweet thing, and had 
a miſticall ignification. To vnderſtande 
the better what is here meant, firſt xe may 
reade of this pzectous opntment , both 
whereofthe Lozd commaunded it ſhoulde 
be made, and how Aaron and his Sonnes 
ſhould beo annointed therewith vnto the 
p:eeſts office, in Exod. 30. Then further 
we are taught in the Striptures, that Aa. 
ron was a figure af Chꝛiſt, and that this 
anointing of his with that pꝛetious ſweet 
oyntment, did repꝛeſent the ſpirifuall and 
heavenly annoynting of Chzift Jeſus with 
the holy Ghoſt, whoſe graces diſtill frohim 
the head, vpon enery parte of his miſticall 


bodie, which is the Church. Ok him it is 
ſayd, the ſpirite of the Lozve is vpon mee, 
becauſe he hath annointed me, c. Luke. 4. 
verſ. 18. Parke further then wherein the 


compariſon holdeth. Thus powzinge the 
| pꝛeti⸗ 


— — 
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pꝛetious oyntment vp5 Aarons head, run⸗ 
ning down vpõ his beard, and to the ſcirts 
of his clothing, was pleaſant to behold, and 
taſt fozth a ſweete ſauoz vnto all that Rod 
round about. Alſo in that it viſcendeth vp⸗ 
on his beard. and ſo downeward vpon all 
parts enen to the ſcirtes of his clothing, it 
reſembleth the graces of the holye Gholt 
flowing downe fro the Loꝛd Jeſus Chaift, 
vpon all the members of his body knit to- 
geather in an holy vnity. When it went 
downe from Aarons head vpon his body 
bnited to the ſame , it diſcendeth euen to 
the lo welt part of his garmente, becauſe 
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they diſfill alſo vpon the other parts and 
members,and fo from each to other. 

That which was ſeperate from the 
heade, from the bodie , and from the gar⸗ 
mentes of Aaron, recetued no of 
that pzecious oyntment , which 
ded from the head to a bodie vnited, and 
to all partes of the garmentes wzought 
togeather. Jn like manner the graces of 
the holy Ghoſt diſcende from Chzift the 
heade , vppon nothing that is ſeperate 
and denided and rente from him , but 
bppon all the members vnited in one 
bodie. Wee may then bziefelie ſet foozth 


An 
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In the other ſimilifude hee reſembleth 
this vnity vnto the dewof Hermo, which 
commeth downe vpon the Mountaines of 
Sion: the waters which fall vpon the high 
mountaine diſtill into the valleies, but 
into thoſe valleies which are ioyned there · 
vnto at the fote thereof, and make them 
plenttonſly fruitfall: enea ſo the hcauenly 
ſpiritnall dewes that come downe from as 
bone vpon the Bountaines, flowe vpon 
the vallies which are vnited therunto, and 
there is great fruite, and all god thinges 
ſpꝛinging from thence, Thus much wee 
may conſider in theſe ſimilitudes, which 
expꝛiſſe how god and how comely a thing 
it is fo2 bꝛethʒen alſo to dwell at vnitie. 

Now al this is from the moſt high God, 
fo; he ſaith there) that is to ſay,vpon thoſe 
which dwell together in this holp vnitie, 
the Loꝛd hath commannded the bleſſinge, 
and life foꝛ euermoze. Jt is Gods vn- 
changeable decree that they ſhall haue the 
bleſſing, that is, the great great high bleſ- 
ſing , cuen the bleſſing of all bleſſinges 
in euerlaſting continuance . This can 
neuer faile , foz God almightie is vn- 
changeable, and what he hath decreede and 
commaunded, ſhall ſtande foz euer. This 


may 
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may perſwade much to dwell in vmtie:foz 
it is a goodly matter to bee vnder the bleſ- 
ſing of almighty God: and there, that is , 
vpon the vnity af bzethzen, hee bath com- 
mended his bleſing,and no where elſe:foz 
this, there, is as much as to ſap, there only. 
Now we lee the pꝛaiſe it ſelfe of vanity and 
conco2de here ſet foozth , vnto vs it remai- 
neth,that wee conſider to what ende and 
purpoſe the holye Ghoſt giueth this great 
commendation. Zhis we all knowe,that 
when a thing ts diſpꝛaiſed, it is to bꝛing vs 
into a miſliking and ſhunning of the ſame, 
as a thing either vnpleaſant oz hurtful. 
And contrariwiſe, pꝛaiſe, eſpecially where 
it is giuen by God, who knoweth the woꝛ⸗ 
thines ofenery thing, is to dzawe our li- 
king, and to make vs in loue with that 
which is pꝛaiſed. This is then done heare, 
that we may haue our harts inflamed, and 
that we may bee in lone with vnitic any 
conco2de : and that wee mape ſtudioullie 
ſeeke after it and imbzace it, as a moſt pze- 
cious tewell : and finallye by all meanes 
take herde, that we do not any thing which 
may hinder and diſturbe the ſame . And 
doubtleſſe if this can not mooue vs, and 
kindle an ear neſt loue and zeale to be ſtu⸗ 
dious 
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dious of Godly peace,that it is ſo good, ſo 
ſweete,and pleaſant, and that Gods bleſ- 
ſing is vpon it vnto eternall lite, how dull 
are we vnto ſpirituall e beauenly thinges, 
oʒ what can mone ve? Shall we not care 
to haue that cutte downe which bzingeth 
milchiefe and deſtruci6, and to ſet vp that 
which carieth all bleſſednes with it? Whall 
we neither care to auoide the curſe of God, 
plagues amd pnniſhments on the one ſide: 
no2 pet couet to haue his bleſſing, that it 
may mone vs the rather, wil come yow 
—4 application of this Pſalme to our e⸗ 
4 a 

Wee haue (as yee all knowe) reteiued 
great bleſſinges from the Loꝛde our God, 
by the meanes of our gracious MQutene. 
Foz by her happie raigne, we haue iniov⸗ 
ed long peace, euen ſuch as the like hath 
not almoſt bene ſcene 02 heard of in this 
land. Wee hane alſo great plentie of all 
thinges, our countrie ouer flowinge with 
milke and honey: euery man fitting vnder 
dis Uine and vnder his figge tree. Ind 
mozeour the Lo2d hath pzotected vs by * 
Dcepter and power, from the innaſion of 
fozraine enemies, and from the wicked 
p:actiſes and treaſons of domeſtical aduer⸗ 
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ſaries, theſe are great benefites retei⸗ 
ued. But the greate(t bleſſing ol all is. 
that by her gouernement, hee bath des 
liuered vs from the bondage of Pha- 
roah, from the heany poake of Anti- 
chꝛiſt, out of Jdolatrie and blindneſſe, 
and hath reſtozed vnto vs his holie 
wozd,and his true wozſhip. Pet not» 
withſtanding there bath bene among 
vs, many yeeres(as ye all know) great 
diſcoꝛde and variaunce, and that not 
onely againſt Papiſtes and other ene- 
mies of the holie religion, but as 
mong bꝛethꝛen. which p2ofeſle the 
holy deqrine and faith of our Loꝛd Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt. In all this time wee haue 
taſted the bitter fruites of enmitie and 
diſcozde, we haue felt and ſuſtained the 
miſcheefes,harmes and daminages that 
growe from 1t,ſo that we haue had ex⸗ 
perience with the Jſralites in the woz- 
ſer part, and can ſay ot our own know ⸗- 
ledge,behold how euill and howe vn- 
comelie a thing it is foz bʒethꝛen to be 
at variaunce. To make this moze aps 
parant,if J ſhould ſtande to-rippe ke 
and to laye open all the enifles 
haue alreadie come vpon vs by the dil 
cozd of bzethzen, it * bee a long 

and 
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and a tedious labour. J will therefo2e 
onely note ſome of the cheefe and moſt 
generall, that beholding as it were our 
moſt greeuous woundes, we map ſeke 
to haue them ſalued and cured it it may 
pleaſe God. | 
\.. Firſt therefoze, J map note as a 

pall enill fruite of enmity, that 
it is a iop, and on ancouragement vn⸗ 
to the enemies of the Goſpell, — 
piſta foz to ſee bꝛethꝛen ſet againſt bze- 
th:en:foz as it is in an armieof men, ił 
they be at deadly variance among the- 
ſelues , Captaine againſt Captaine, 
band againſt band, purſuing ech other: 
That the aduerſe part ( againſt which 
they ſhould wholy together bend thcir 
fozces) will ſay, wee ſhall not nerde to 
do much, we ſhall eaſtlie pꝛeuaile, foz 
they will pull down and deſtroy them- 
ſelues with their own hands, and here- 
of will much reiopce. So is it in Gods 
Church, Chaiſtes armie, which is let 
vpon by deadly enemies on cuery ſide, 
when there is diſcoꝛde growing bnto 
ſharpeemmitie, and the leadets them · 
ſelues bent one part againſt an other, 
the wicked enemie doth laugh,and re- 
ceiueth boldnes and ſtrength, foz hee 


ſaity 
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ſaith in his hart, this ſharpe contenti⸗ 
on amonge them, will pꝛoceede in the 
ende tuen vnto blood, and to the deſo⸗ 
lation ot both partes. O howe much 
ought we to be pꝛicked and greeaed at 
the reiopcing and boldning ol Gods e⸗ 
nemies: 2nd how dolcfall a calamitie 
were this, if it ſhould among bꝛethꝛen 
tome bnto blood: Me ſee that amog the 
childzen of Iſraell, the diſcoꝛde and cn- 
mitie bꝛake fozth euen vnto bloud, 
and ſo doubtles, excepte the Lo2d in 
great-mercie turne it awap(ſuch is the 
natare of contention when it groweth 
ſharpe) that the end among vs alſo wil 
be mot areuons, This one euill ought 
tomoue vs to lone and imbzace the 
holy vnitpe hcere commended in this 
Plalme. A would the conſideration of 
it might bee deepety pꝛinted in our 
mindes. The wounding of the weake 
is an other great euil that ariſcth from 
diſcoꝛd: doubtles many are caſt down, 
o2 turned out of the wap, oꝛ at the leaſk 
much hindzed hereby in our Church. 
Stumbling blockes being thus laide, 
befoze the blinde and lame. What pit- 
tie this ought to moue, and how much 
the ſight of it choulo _ and ＋ 

2 8. 
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vs, the doctrine of our Sauiour Chꝛiſt 
vttered by him ſelle and by his Apo- 
ſtles doth euerie where ſhew: thzeate - 
ninges alſo and woes are pꝛonounced 


4 2 againſt them, that ſhall caſt downe the 


weake : And ſhall not we regarde this 
' *thingat all:ſhall neither the compalli⸗ 
on and loue to our bzethzen foz whome 
Chailt died, noz the thzeatninges and 
woes denounced take anyplacezAhirds 
lie, the diſcozd of bzethzen , doth bzing 
both parts into contempt and diſgrace 
among many. And ſo by this meanes 
the miniſters of the Goſpell , the mel⸗ 
ſengers of Chziff, which ſhould be had 
in pꝛecious account and eſtimation foz 
their wozkes ſake , euen as the veſſels 
of Gold and ſiluer in the Lozds temple, 
and as the Angels ol the Lozb of hoſts) 
are baſelie eſteemed enen as if-they 
were veſlelles of earth o: wood. If this 
did reach onely vnto p men themſelues 
oz vnto their diſgrace, it were the lefle, 
and might with leſſe greefe bee bozne : 
diſgrace reach ins 
deede ene to the glozious Goſpel of Je- 
ſas Chzilt,becaule in the diſgrace of the 
men, the power of their miniſtrye is 
weakened. Foz where nne is 
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euill thought of and diſpiſed, the mul- 
titude doth not regarde his doctrine, 
Chis enill goeth deepe, and if we con- 
ſider well of it together with the foz⸗ 
mer which J haue mentioned, pe ſhall 
ſe that vpon our owne experience we 
may ſap,indede beholde how euill and 
how vbncomlie a thing it is, foz bzethze 
to be at enmitie & diſcozde, Theſe euils 
do highly diſpleaſe almighty God, and 
if they bee continued in without re- 
d;efſe, who is able to ſhew the punifh- 
mentes and calamilies which in time 
will enſue and come vppon vs in this 
Land? The contempt of the Goſpell, 
and growing into Mtheiſme thereby, 
will dzawe downe infüntte plagues 
and miſeries. Foz the righteous God 
will not alwaies ſuffer ſuch abuſe vn- 
reuenged. Then ſeeing vnity is ſo god, 
bzinging ſo manie bleſſinges, and diſ- 
co2de ſo euill, dzawing ſuch an heape of 
milcheefes with it, the one as a nourt- 
ſher of true life,is to bee ſought foz and 
maintained by all Godlye Chaiftians, 
and the other is to bee eſchewed as a 
deadly peſtilence: and this is to be don 
of vs ſpeedely, becauſe diſſention is like 
the bzeaking out of _ the —_ 
3 
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it continueth, the wider is the bzeache 
made and ſo becommeth the moze dif. 
ficultc, to bee recouered. This beeing 
confeſſed of all,fo2 there is no man J 
thinke that will denie, but that it is a 
moſt neceſſarie thing in Gods Church 
and amongs b2ethzen, to eſchewe diſ- 
coꝛde and to ſeeke vnitie: therefoze let 
vs in the next place conſider and vn- 
derſtand how it is to be ſonght : foz let 
let it be that we both agree, it is to bee 
ſought, and alſo doe ſceke fo2 it, pet it 
we ſeeke not the right wap. we are ne- 
ne: the better foz ſeeking. Firſt then 
knowe this, that there are two ſoztes 
of vaity and agreement, the one is in 
God, being in p truth, in the ſpirite, in 
true holines and ſanctification, The o- 
ther is in erroꝛ and un and not in the 
Lo2d. Now indeede it is the holy vni⸗ 
tie in the Loꝛd, which is pꝛaiſcd in this 
Palme, and which wee muſt ſecke af- 

ter,vpon which the bleCing of God ſhal 


come. This may ye ſe by that exho2- 
tation of . PaulEpheſi. 4. Mhen bes 
ſaith,ftudying to keepe the vnityof the 
ſpirife in the band of peace, foz he ad- 
dethas the rcaſon , there is one body, 
and onxſpirit, as ve — 

ps 
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hape of pour calling: one Lozd, ons 
faith, one baptiſme, one God and father 
ok all, cc. Fo2 like as all the members 
ofthe naturall body are coupled toge- 
ther by one ſoule and make bat one bo⸗ 
dy:ſo by one ſpicite ofthe Lozd, all the 
faithfull are vnited, and become all one 
miſticall body of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: by one 
. faith,and by one baptiſme, they are all 
in one Loꝛd, and in one God. The foũ- 
dation of this vnity is in the truth, and 
by it men growe vp together in God: 
and foz this cauſe it is ſapd in the firſt 
verſe of the Pſalme, Brethren alſo to 
dwell in vnitie: Be ſayth(alſo)becauſe 
as there is a reconciliation wzought by 
Chꝛiſt betweene God and man, and ſo 
ami is come into vnitie with Gov, he 
mult alſo growe into vanity with thoſe; 
which are togetherreconciled to þ Lozul 
with him: ſecke this vnity,to be vnited 
with our bꝛethaẽ vatoGoa, otherwiſe, 
all ſhall bee difſclued and ſcattered a- 
gaine in confuſion, Tonching that a- 
ther concozde which is in errour and 
wickednes,they which poſſefſe it who 
are of diuers ſoztes do commend if,and 
much complaine of the diſturbaunce 
and beach thereof . 7 firſt of all the 

B 4 Paplilts 
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Papiſtes make a great exclamation a- 
gainſt vs which pꝛoleſſe the glozious 
Goſpell, and haue fozſaken them: that 
like wicked Sciſmatickes , wee haue 
diſturbed and bꝛoken this holy vnitpe, 
by rendinge our ſelues from the true 
Church, and ſo from the faith, and from 
Chꝛiſts miſticall body: this is a gree⸗ 
nous and a ſoze accuſation , if their 
vnity which they glozy of, 'were in 
the truth. But ſeeing it is moſt enident 
2 they haue fozſaken the truth of 
and condemne it, and 
28 abhominable errours and curled 
bolatrye, all their agreementes, all 
trholy league (as they terme it) is 
wicked and curſed 
againſt God and his peo- 
What is thei vnity moze then 
at which is deſcribed by the Pꝛophet 
Danid,PÞſalme, 2. Mh doe the Gen- 
tiles rage, and the people meditate that 
which is vaine? The Kingsof the earth 

2inces take coun⸗ 


* 
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maundement of God by the vopce of 
the Angel, Come out fro among them 
my people and ſeperate your ſelues: ſo 
that all their cry is nothing againſt vs, 
we haue not diſolued this bleſſed vni⸗ 
ty here commended, but haue fozſaken 
their curſed conſpiracy, which the nee⸗ 
rer a man is jopned vnto, the further of 
he is from God. Let no man therefoze 
be troubled oz diſquieted by their great 
wo2des, but fozlaking them, imbzace 
the holy faith, and be vnited thereby to⸗ 
gether with the P2ophetes and Apo- 
fes, and all holy men, vnto Jeſus 


Chatft. 


Pee ſhall here many other ſoztes of 
men complaine, that there is not fel- 
lowſhip and vnitye kepte with them. 
When indeede as they walk after their 
wicked and vncleane luſtes in all ab- 
bominable finnes , as in contempte of 
Gods woꝛd, in dzunkenneſſe , whoze- 
dome, pꝛide. ambition, conefouſnes, v- 
ſurie, extoꝛtion, bꝛiberp, oppꝛeſſion, en- 
ny and many ſuch like. The holy gholt - 
ſaith vnto vs, haue no fellowſhip with 
the vafruitefull wezkes of darkneſſe, 
but rather rep:oone them, Epheſ. 5. 
yer. 11. We can not ioyne Chzilt and 

Belial, 
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Belial,we can net be vnited to p Lo2d 
and haue fellowſhip in wicked ſins: At 
we ſay we haue fellowſhip with him 
((aith S. Iohn) t walkein darkeneſſe, 
we lie, gc. 1.lohn,ver,6.Epheſ.5.11> 
He that crieth out foz peace, and dooth 
walk in vngodly wapes, ſtraping from 
the truth and from ſanctificatio, what- 
ſoeuer he will ſeeme to be, he is naught 
elſe but a diſturber and bzeaker of all 
holy vnitpe. Foz who can take parte 
with him in thoſe thinges, but he ſhall 
ſeperate him ſelfe (as J have ſhewed ) 
from trueth and Godlines, without 
which there can be no bleſſed vnityꝰ . 
Peter calleth our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt a 
liuing ſtone , vnto whom all the faith- 
fall comming as lining ſtones , are 
built vp and become a ſpirituall houſe. 
1.Pet.2, If ſtones be not ſquared and 
made \mathe to fitte and iopne togea- 
ther, howe ſhall they growe into one 
buplding? If men bee not framed in 
fapth and godlines , how ſhall they be 
vnited in the Loꝛd: In deede there bes 

ections both in doctrine and mas 

ners, all the beſt hewen ſtones haue 
ſome ruggednes remaining, and men 
muſt beare one withan other in _ 
0; 
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fo2 charity mult couer the multitude 
of ſinnes. 1. Pet · 4. while the Temple 
of God is in the wozld, the ſtones are 
not perfectly ſet together, but the woꝛk 
is ſtill in hand, this temple is Clill in 
buylding,we mult beware of the down 
fall on that ſide alſo . Then ſeing this 
bleſſed vnity mult bee in God, in the 
truth, in ; ſpirit to be built vpin Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus, in true ſandification (fo2 he that 
is in Chzilt is a new creature) and ſee- 
ing all toncoꝛde without this fcunda- 
tion, ſhall fall downe as a rotten butl- 
ding,let the holy booke of God be our 
ground, let it be bzought foozth to cut 
downe all controuerſies, and let men if 
they looke foz any part of the bleſung 
here pꝛomiſed.ptelde all honoz and glo⸗ 
rie vnto this ſacred woꝛde. Yea let no 
man ſtand vpon his owne honour 02 
reputation:Jf he haue maintained any 
thing aw2te,but ſo ſoone as euer he eſ- 
ſpieth the trueth in any matter, peelde 
thereunto, let the truth of God goe be- 
foze and lead vs the wap. Foz this is 
the onlie wap to growe into this holy 
bnitte. nd let ſuch as walke aw2ie, 
fozſake their enill wapes, imbzace the 
nnen lollowe the rules 

therof, 
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thereof, if they will be accounted rudi 
ous of peace and concoꝛde. Joyning 
thus vnto the tructh, both in faith and 
godlines of life, we ſhall be ioyned to- 
gether in the Lozd, and it ſhalbeſaiv, 
beholde howe good and how comely a 
thing it is, foꝛ bzethzen alſo to dwell at 
vnity. It halbe like that pꝛecious oint · 
ment vpon the heavof Aaron, &c. The 
heauenly graces and giftes of the holy 
gholt, ſhall come downe vpon vs plen- 
teouſip and flowe vnto enerie mem- 
ber: we ſhall bꝛing foozth fruite vnto 
Cod watered with heanenly dewes : 
we ſhall haue that great and high bleſ- 
ſing of God almightie vnto eternall 
life. Therfoze if it be not too late, that 
the ſinnes of this land haue pꝛouoked 
the Lo2d fo diſpleaſure, let all men lift 
bp their hartes and cry vnto the Lo2d, 
that he will beſfowe this pꝛecious tew- 
ell vpon vs, that wee may be at vnity 
(not in al manner of wicked vices, noz 
in erroꝛs)but in the Lozd. And nowe 
who ſhall ſceke this vnit y? who ſhall 
ſtudie to aduance it? This may be in 
queſtion. J anſwer, euen all fates and 
degrees of men, pꝛiuate perſons, rulers 
and teachers, euen all and euer — 
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that will looke foz any part of Gods 
bleſſing muſt aduance it: Every man 
I ſay muff loke vnto the heagenlye 
truth of the holy religion, and imbꝛace 
the ſame with all lone and harty aFec- 
tion, Tnery man ought fo bee zcalous 
in ſpirite ofthe glozy foꝛ Chzilt. 

Foz ifa man haue not the zcale of 
religiony hee cannot bee a good man, 
whether he be ruler oz pziuate man, 
though he ſerme to be neuer ſo pcace- 
able, but as þ $.02d ſaith to the tngell 
of the Church of Laodicea, Reu.3. Be- 
cauſe thou art neit her hot noz colde, 
A will ſpew the out of my mouth:Ged 
dooth reiecte all ſuch dull and dzowſie 
Atheiſtes , and irreligious perſons , 
which are ſo carthly minded, as that 
they regarde not the heauenly graces 
which are offered in the Goſpell. Let 
all men therefoze ſtirre bp their harts 
to be feruent in gods truth, and let not 
Godlie zeale be quenched. The further 
(as J haue allo ſhewed befoze) wee 
mult iopne the p2acile of this holye 
wo2d,as the Apoſtle S. Iames willeth- 
be doers ol the woꝛd e not hearers one- 
ly, deceiving your ſelues. Ia. 2. ve. g. 
foz the great diſturbance of peace = 

the 
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the greeuous bzeaches bf vnity, and all 
bitter diſſentions do cheefely arile from 
hence, that all ſoꝛts & degrees ol men do 
not walk in the rules which God hath 
p2eſcribed vnto them in his wozd. We 
mult thcrefoze enter moze particularly 
into this matter, that wee may ſer 
how each man is to further this bleſ- 
ſed vnity. A beginne with the pꝛiuate 
perſon,foz whom there are rules p2e- 
ſcribed in Gods wozd fo2 him to ob- 
ſeruc, if he wilbe a true member of the | 
Church, and a ſe&ker and pzeſeruer of 
this vnity,and ſo a partaker of Gods 
bleſſing vnto life euer laſting One rule 
is touching ſubicdion & reuerence vn⸗ 
to rulers and gouernous, both Ciuill 
and Eccleſtaſticall: foz God hath com- 
maunded to honour and obey them. 
Submitte pour ſelues vnts all man- 
ner oꝛdinaunte of man,foz the Lozves | 
ſake : whether it be vnto the king, as 
vnto the ſuperioz,02 unto gouernours, 
as vnto them that are ſent of him, foz 
the puniſhment of cuill doers , and fo; 
the pꝛaiſe of them that doo well. 1. Pet. 
2. v.13. 14. Alſo of this obedience and 
ſubiection fo2 conſcience ſake , of this 


reuerence and honour to bee rendzcd, 
S.Paul 
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S. Paule wziteth, Rom. 1 3. ver. 1.2.3. 
4.5.6.7. Likewiſe obey them that 
bauc the onerſight of you and ſubmit 
pour ſelues, fo: they watch foz pour 
ſoules as they that muſt giue accoun- 
tes, gc. Hebr.13.ver.17. The neglect 
t bꝛeach of this rule, euen the denying 
ofobedience , reuerence, and honour 
vnto the rulers, gouernours and tea- 
chers, diſturbeth x ouerthꝛoweth the v- 
nity which is here pꝛaiſed. If then a 
man wil not make conſcience to per- 
fozm this duty in obeping the holy dec- 
trine of the 102d, what is he other the an 
enemy vntop true concozd,a diſſoluer 
of vnity+ peate:? But what if rulers of- 
fend, Paſto2s & goucrnours faile, and 
tome ſhozt in ſome duties, and thereby 
ſeeme vnwoꝛthy to be regarded? J ſap 
il they do, they (hal anſwer befoze God 
foz it, but pet pꝛiuate men are not ſet at 
liberty, they are not diſcharged from 
this obedience + rendzing honour vnto 
them:fo2 it is vnto the autho2ity,q vn- 
to Gods o2dinance that they do it, and 
not in reſpect of ma.God hath not p2e- 
ſcribed the duties ol men which are to 
be don vnto others, vnder this condi- 
tion, il they perfozme all that _ 
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they ought to do on their partes, oꝛ if 
they be ſuch manner of men as ther 
ought to be, But he hath pꝛeſcribed e- 
uery mans duty abſolutly, It an other 
faile in his, he ſhall anſwer (as J ſaid) 
fo; it befoze God, thou haſt no warrat 
hereby to depart from the rule which 
God hath ſet vnto the. Foz thou art ti- 
ed in conlcience vnts God to obey his 
will, c not in regard of man. oz of thine 
own benefit to do this oz that: fo2 by y 
doctrine of p bleſſed Apoſtle, we ſe that 
chꝛiſtian ſubiecs, ⁊ faithful ſeruantes, 
are commanded euen foz conſcience, to 
giue honoꝛ vnto heathen Pzinces, and 
infidel Paiſters, Rom. 1 z,1.Tim.6.1, 
we muſt then from this expzeſſe woꝛd 
of God obſerue,that when gouernours 
do amiſſe, men haue not their tongues 
ſet at libertie to reuile, and to repꝛoch 
them, oꝛ to diſhonour them with euill 
ſpeech: (&ing it is alſo w2iften, Thou 
ſhalt not curſſe the ruler of the people. 
Exod. 2 2. ver. 28. Butcontrariwile, 
pꝛapers, and ſupplications are to bee 
made vnto God, foz rulers and tea- 
chers of the Lozds people. When they 
offend, it is with great hurt to the 
Church, and therefoze men are to la- 
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ment and mourne fo it, and not fo 
make themſelues mery with ieſtes and 
repꝛoches. Let all euill ſpeeches of diſ - 
grace then be turned into pꝛayers, and 
the laughter into teares, foz this ſhall 
be moze pleaſing vnto God, Let no mi 
beare him ſelfe in hand, he is not guil- 
tie of the bꝛeach of holy concoꝛde, when 
be obſerueth not the rules of this doc⸗ 
trine, of ſubmiſſion , of reuerence and 
honour to be giuen vnto gouernours, 

Another rule is giuen by the X- 
poſtle, in theſe wozdes: That ye ſtudie 
to be quiet, and to meddle with pour 
owne buſinefſe, and to wozke with 
your owne handes,xc. Theſſ. 4,1 f. as 
God hath diſtributed vato euerie man, 
and as the Lo2d hath callcd euerie one 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) ſo let him walke, 
and ſo oꝛdaine I in al churches, 1. Cor. 
7. ver. ij. God hath oꝛdained the ſe» 
uerall places and callings, hee hath 
giuen gifts of abilitte to men to per- 
fozme the thinges he requireth in the 
ſame, he hath alſo ſet the boundes and 
limits within which euerie one is to 
keepe himſelfe, and to walke o2derly, 
medling with that which appertaineth 
vnto him. This is = holy thing and 

come- 
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tomelp, a pzeſeruer of vnitie : But it 
is much bzoken, and great cuil enſu- 
eth thereof; fo2 there be many pꝛʒiuate 
perſons, which would ſeeme verie re- 
ligious, and to ſœke the holy vnitie as 
boue others, which leaue the dueties 
of their places and callings , and buſie 
themſelues wholy with thoſe matters 
which do not belong vnto them. Foz 
as if the matters of their trades and 
ſciences were too baſe, oz as if the 
care of their familie were a thing o⸗ 
ner vilde, they ſet theſe aſide, and 
neglect them: and take vpon them 
greater and higher buſineſle. Foz be- 
holding anpe thing amiſſe in the 
Church, as if God had ſet them to bes 
cnerſcers of the gouernours and tea- 
chers, contrarie vnto this rule of S. 
Paule, they labour net with their 
handes, noz meddle quietly with their 
owne buſineſſe, but they bend all the 
powers of their minde, to diſpute and 
reaſon about gonernment, and the du⸗ 
ties of gouernours and teachers, wan⸗ 
dꝛzing about , and ſeeking to perſwade 
and v2;aw others to their minde. They 
thinke thus to doe G D high ler- 
uice; But who hath ginen them 

power 
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power to diſpenſe with his rule, that 
yee ſtudie to bee quiet, and to meddle 
with pour owne buſtneſſe, and to 
labour with pour handes? Path 
God called them and ſet them awozke 
about greater thinges, andfrecd them 
from theſe? Js it not the ozdinance 
and will of our God, that men (hall 
inſtruct and guide their familics in his 
wales: 

Is there not labour and paines 
and care to be taken, that the childꝛen 


and ſeruants map learne the holp doc⸗ 


trine and walke in it? But there are 
manp Which deepelp medole in pub⸗ 
like matters, and if they haue two oz 
thzee childꝛen and as many ſeruants, 
they are left ignozant,no paines taken 
about them, they may walke aw2p 
many wales, the care thereof is little. 
Allo a mans owne matters which S. 
Paule willeth to meddle with, are in 
p2oniding earthly thinges, neceſſaris 
fo: his familie: ſo that S. Paule ſaith, 
if there be any that pꝛouideth not foz 
bis owne , namely foz them of his fa- 
milie, be denyeth the faith, c is wozſe 
then an infivel. 1. Tim, 5,8. and ſo in 
other dueties. — wee _— 
2 trut 
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truth is obeyed, oz that God is pleaſed 
by ſuch wates? when the rulers and 
guides of Gods people doe amiſſe, a 
man is to ſo:row at it, he is to looke to 
his way that hee keeps vpꝛight befoze 
God: but when in rep2zebending that 
which others fault in, hee neglectcth 
his owne calling, how ſhall he eſchew 
this ſentence, thou art therefoze inex⸗ 
cuſable ( O man) wholoeuer thou art 
that iudgeſt another, foz in that thou 
iudgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy 
ſelfe. Foz thou doeſt the ſame thinges 
that thou iudgeſt, Rom, 2,ver, 1. Chou 
leaueſt vndone thy duetie in guiding 
that (mall charge committed vnto 
thee. And let vs make the compariſon, 
is be not moze woꝛthie blame that fin- 
deth fault with the greater, and doth 
it not in the leffer, when the greater is 
moꝛe difficult to be perfozmed? It is 
harder to gonerne a whole kingdom, 
a citie, 02 a flocke,then a little family, 
and moze faultes will appeare. Yow 
vnreaſonable a thing then is it that a f 
man which guideth not his little kami⸗ 
lie in any ſuch oꝛder as God rcquireth, 
ſhould let goe the ſight of his owne de⸗ 
fects, and wholy gine him * — 
c 
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ſpeech to depꝛaue the publike gnideg. 
Lament and (ozrow foz euil, conſent 
notthereunto in any wiſe, follow the 
waies of the Lozd, obey the rules of 
the woꝛd: and therefoze let all men re- 
garde this, and keepe their place and 
ffanding which God hath (ct them in, 
and ſo walk as that they may anſwer 
befoze the highe Judge, and giue ac- 
count howe they haue diſcharged their 
duetie. 

To come now to the gouernours 
and guides of the Loꝛdes people: and 
firff to the paſtozs and ſhepehcards 
which haue the power and authoꝛitie 
Cccleſlafticall . Theſe are pzinci⸗ 
pall, and abone all other, and affer a 
ſpeciall ſozte fo pꝛocure, and to p2e- 
ſerue this bleſſed vnitie, as the end foz 
which thep are of Chzilt, doth 
chew. Ve bath (ſaith S. Paule) giuen 
ſome to be A poſt les. ſome P2ophets, 
ſome Enangeliſts, ſome Paſto2s and 
teachers:and then he ſheweth to what 
end,ſaying,fo2 the ing of ſaints, 
toz the wozke of the minilfrie, ſoꝛ the 
edification of p body of Chziſt:till we al 
meet together in the vnitis of faith, and 
that acknowledging of þ ſonne of God, 

C3 vnto 
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vnto a perfect man, ⁊ vnto the meaſare 
of the age of p fulnes of Chzifk, gc.Eph. 
4. ver. 1 1. 12. 13. Chis is their whole 
wozke t labour appointed them, euen 
to build vp Chꝛiſtes body. the Temple 
of God, by framing & cupling together 
the lining ſtones, vnto that vnitie of 
b:ethzen,which is commended in this 
Pſalme.Then let vs ſe the rules p2e- 
ſcribed in gods wo2d, which they muff 
obſerue fo perfozme this holy wozke. 
the elders(ſaith S. Peter) that are amõg 
you, beſeech, which am alſo an Elder 
and a witnes of þ ſufferings of Chꝛiſt, 
and alſo a parfaker of the glozy that 
ſhall be reuealed,. fed the flocke of God 
which depend? th vpon you, caring foz 
it not by conſtraint, but willingly: not 
fo filthie lucre, but of a ready minde: 
not as though pe were Lozdes ouer 
Govs heritage, but that pe may be ex⸗ 
amples to the flocke. 1. Pet. g. ver. 1. 2. 

Firſt the ſherp ol Chꝛiſt are to haue 
fod,their life dependeth therupon. It is 
required therefoze in all Hepeheards 
that wil anſwere their calling befoze 
God, to haue the ſame affectid in them 
which Chziſt had: who whe he ſaw the 
multitude he had compaſſion 


on them, 
becauſe 
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becanſe they were as ſheepe without a 
ſhepeheard, Mat. 9. v. 3 ö. pittie i com⸗ 
paſſion vpon the ſtraying ſhepe muſt 
moue them to feed: pea loue muſt cons 
ſcraine: Fo2 Chꝛiſt ſaith to Peter, Si- 
mon Joanna loueft thou me moꝛe the 
theſe? feede my ſheepe: loueſt thou mcg 
feede my lambes:loueſt thou me: feede 
my lhepe: as if he ſhould ag al loug 


do this foz me. Here J to moue 
thaſe which bee in authoztie in the 
Church, if it may any waie come to 
their eares, J do humbly beſeech them 
fo: the Lozde Jeſus Chꝛiſtes ſake, to 
bane compaſſion vpon the flocke, that 
the ſheepe may haue their appointed 
food,euen the bzead of life plentifully 
bzoken vnto them, that they may bee 
led into the greene paſtures, and vnto 
the fountaines and freames of the li⸗ 
ning waters: cry alſo vnto the Lozd of 
the harueſt, that he will poure downe 
bis ſpirit vpon them, that in compaſſi⸗ 
on,there may be labourers ſent foztb; 
And that ſuch: as haue taken, vpon 
them the charge, and be idle oz abſent, 
may be compelledto doe their duetie: 
that ſuch as be not able to feed, oz that 
walke in a diſfolute and wicked beha- 
C 4 uiour 
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uisur in life and conuerſation, may bs 
remoued: And that ſuch as bee both 
Ckilfull to teach, and of godly life may 
be ſet ouer them, to guide them both by 
doctrine and enſample. Jf this be not 
perfozmed,howe is the true concoꝛde 
and vnity ſought ? Ar the people be not 
inſtructed and led in the way of godli⸗ 
nes: how ſhal they be framed and built 
together in one holy temple? Af the 
Shepheard bee vngodly and gine coz⸗ 
rupt example: what peace, what v- 
nity, oz what agreement can ſuch as 
will feare God, hold with him: And if 
there be a diuiſion betwene the ſhepe 
and the Shepheard , where ſhalbe the 
vnity of bꝛethꝛen: It is out of all con- 
tronerſtethat the meane to woꝛke the 
Godly vaitye of bzethzen, is, that the 
flocke of Ch2ift be fete and guided by 
ſkilfull Godly men, which teach doc⸗ 
trine, andgine god enſample in life 
and conuerſation. 

And now touching the care of the 
flocke, not by conſtraint no foz]jgaine, 
but willingly andof a ready minde : 
not as Loꝛds ouer Oods heritage, but 
as enſamples to the flocke. do againe 


inſtantly beſ&che the Paſtoꝛs and go- 
uerners 
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uerners euen foꝛ Chꝛiſtes lake, to & 
bound and to increaſe in all fatherly 
lous towards the Lozds people, with- 
out which this care can not rightly bee 
perfozmed, Followe herein the exam- 
ple of S. Paul, who ſetting fo2th his la⸗ 
bour and trauaile,not of ambition oz 
deſire of gaine,noz with roughnes, but 
as he ſaith,we were gentle among vou 
euen as a Nurſe cheriſheth her chil- 
dzen.r .Thefl,2,ver,7 . where this fa- 
therly loue is bzoken of, there follows 
eth (to the exceeding decay and deſola- 
tion ot the Church) that which the 
Lo2d complained of by the Pꝛophet E- 
zechiel againſt the Paſtozs of Jſraell. 
Moe be vnto the Shepbeardes of JC- 
rael,y fede them ſelues:ſhould not the 
ſhe pheards fede the flocks:Pe eate the 
fat, and pe cloth ye w the wooll: ve kill 
them that are fed, but pte ſeede not the 
ſheep: the weak haue ye not ſtrengthe⸗ 
ned: the ſick hane ye not healed,neither 
haue pee bound vp the bzoken, no; 
bought againe that which was dzinen 
away: neither haue pee ſought that 
which was loſt, but with violence, and 
with cruelty haue ye ruled them. Eze. 
34. ver. 2.3.4. This was the fate E 
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the flocke then , and ſhalbe enen fo the 
wozlves ende: that among Chziſtes 
(hepe as ſome bee ſtrong, ſo ſome bes 
weake, ſome ſicke, ſome going aſtraie. 
Pea ſuch are the frailties of all the 
faithfull, ſo many are the errozs and 
the ſinnes which do bzcake foozth: but 
pet they are ſtill the ſheepe of Chꝛiſt. 
the Jſraell of God, 4 the @hepheardes 
of Jſraell are to loke to them. Now A 
ſay, it there bee not a fatherly loue in 
the Shepheards tocouer the multitude 
of ſinnes: If there be not a tender com⸗ 
paſſion, as in the Nurſe towards the 
little babe, in ſteede of care to heale the 
b:oken and ſicke, and to ſuppozte the 
weake,to bꝛing into p way that which 
ftrayeth, they ſhall deſpiſe and loath 
them as not woztby to bee regarded, 
vea they ſhall with violence and rigoz 
beate and b2nſe them, certaine it ts, 
that the greater the frailties are, the 
greater care and compaſſion is to bee 
tſhewed. Do that violence and rigoz 
are not fitte tobe in the Sheepheardes. 
Fo: ſhall the nurſe thzow the little in · 
fante againſt the ſtones , a2 puſh it foʒ⸗ 
warde when it can bardlie ſtande a- 


lone? t take bis 
Shall the @heepheard A. 
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faffc and ſtrike the young and tender 
Lambes? Oz ſhall hee beate and bꝛuſe 
the weake « feeble ſherpe? M hat ſhall 
we ſay, are the ſhepe of Chꝛiſt of lefle 
valew? Manp of thein are weake and 
feeble in knowledge manp of them ars 
but as young babes, as touching y ſpi⸗ 
rituall power ofſancification. A num⸗ 
ber ot ſinnes do bꝛeake from them. Ma⸗ 
ny are wounded in conſcience 4 trou⸗ 
bled in ſptrit: here is place foz the loue, 

the care,the compaſſion and labour of 
Sheepheards O pe ſheephcards of J(- 

raell put on this loue and compaſſion, 

loath not the ſheepe of Chꝛiſt foz theſe 
frailties, rule them not with violence & 
cruelty:but feede and ſuppoꝛt, and heale 
them with all meknes and long ſuffe- 
ring. Let no peruerſnes 02 iniuries of 
any ofthe ſhepe to wardes the theepe- 

beards,bzeake of the courſe of this lone 
and care. Fo2 ifthey looke vnto this, 

how the ſheepe deſpiſe them, howe they 
walke ſtubboꝛznely agamſt them, they 
ſhall neuer bee able with pattence and 
meekenes to go though w the woke. 
Af we thinke it an vawozthy thing, oꝛ 
ſach as doth diſcharge the ſheepeheard 
from his tender loue and care,oz Þ — 
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warrant him to be rigoꝛous, that ma- 
ny of the ſheepe do not reuerente him, 
Loke vpon Moſes ę Paul two great : 
notable ſeruants of God, two ſpeciall 
ſhcepeheards of the Lozds flocke , who 
is wozthy to be compared with them? 
They haue lefte an example to bee fol- 
lowed. Yow great thinges did Moſes 
fo; the people? And pet how often did 
they murmur againſt him. were rea- 
dy to ſtone him? Now many were their 
rebellions and iniuries don vnto him? 
And pet his loue is not quenched, his 
care dooth not faile, but his pꝛaier is 
molt earneſt vnto Cod to pardd them: 
Be fill eſteemeth them (though not al) 
as the Lozds choſen people. Mhat 
can they do moze vnto vs, then goe a⸗ 
bort to tone vs? Behold alſo the excte⸗ 
ding aboundant lene of Paul, who wi⸗ 
ched him ſelfe accurſed from Chailt,p 
his kinſemen the Jewes which were 
obſtinate might be ſaued. Now much 
greater was his loue to the faithful of 
bis kindzed? And pet could they, euen 
the Church of Jeruſalem ſcarce thinke 
any thing wel of him all p time he li- 
ued,but thought hardly of him, though 
be did neuer ſo much fo; —_ 

gathes 
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gathered by p which be wziteth,Ro.1 5 
where he ſirſt ſheweth that it had plea- 
ſed them of Macedonia and Achaia to 
gine ſomewhat to the pooze Saints in 
Jeruſalem,and that he went with this 
their beneuol#ce to ſee it deliuered; and 
then he intreatcd the to be very earneſt 
in pꝛaier to God foz him, pᷣ he might be 
delinered from the diſobedience of Iu- 
dea, and that his miniffry towards Jes 
raſalem might be accepted of p ſaints. 
It is a merueilous thing to conſider, 5 
there being ſo great nede in p Church 
at Jeruſalem,and that money being ſo 
welcome to thoſe which are in penury, 
and he carping ſo plentifull ſtoze, pet 
there needeth earneſt pꝛaiers that this 
his ſeruice might be accepted. Me had 
moued the Curches of p Gentiles, (as 
appeareth in his ſecond Cpiſtle to the 
Cozinthtans)to make this liberal con- 
tribution. He wzought this matter, he 
goeth vp with it, ſo great was his care. 
Pet when he ſheweth all this loue and 
diligence towards the, how great wag 
their milliking of him, that hee feareth 
bis miniſtry would not bee acceptable 
to them? The cauſe of the miſliking, 
Iames doth ſhew vnto him when hee 

was 
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was come vp,AR.2 1.ver.21, Name- 
ly that it was repozted he had taught p 
Je wes among the Gentiles to departe 
from Moſes , & not to circumciſe their 
chiloꝛen. Me ſe he loueth them deere- 
ly fo; all this, and calleth them ſaints: 
Notwithſtanding their great frailtie 
in this matter, and the harde opinion 
they conceiued and held of him, ſo great 
t ſo woꝛthy a ſeruant of the Loꝛde Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt. V hat a patterne of me ke- 
nes + fatherly loue is here foz al þ ſhep⸗ 
heardes of the Loꝛds flocke to followe, 
among the pooze feeble and wandzing 
ſhcepe.which do not ſo reuerence and 
regard them as they ought todo. The 
ſheepheardes as S. Peter requireth, 
mult be examples to the flockes,+ ther- 
foze of all other are to ſhow meekenes, 
long (uffering,and that lone which co- 
uereth the multitudes of ſins:where the 
paſto2s abound in this fathely lone, $ 
do not fall vpon the fraile ſheepe © ten⸗ 
der lambes with rigour and violence, 
the bleſſed. vmitie of bꝛethꝛen here pꝛai⸗ 
ſed is cheefelp furthered: fo2 þ building 
vp of Chꝛiſtes bady in (ancification is 
greatly aduanced , by p example ot the 
paltozs t teachers. The multitude are 
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dꝛawen thereby to imbꝛete ⁊᷑ to follow the 
truth. J do therfoze again humbly beſeech 
all the paſtoꝛs and guides ofy Loꝛds peo⸗ 
ple, to conſider of this holy rule and woz- 
thy examples and to pꝛadiſe it, that p peo- 
ple of the Lozd may be bzought into true 
conco2d and bꝛotherlpy amity.Zhen laſtly, 
it appertaineth alſo vnto rulers in ciuiil 
matters to maintaine this vnity accozding 
to the truth. They are to miniſter iuſtice # 
true iudgement vnto all, to puniſh the e- 
uill doers, and to cheriſh and maintaine 5 
good. Mercp and lone is alſo neceſſarily re- 
quired in them, that they may deale euen 
as fathers when they cozred and chaſtiſe. 
Af this be not, there will great miſchecfes 
enſue,enen to the diſturbance of all godly 
peace and conco2de:foz let a ruler, a iudge, 
o2 a mighty man be voide of religion, and 
withall ginento anger,dealing among the 
L,o2ds weake and fecble ſheepe , he will be 
ready to beate them downe and to cruſhe 
them in peeces. The frailties and ſinnes 
are many that bzeake fo:th cuen from 
ſome of Chziſts ſheepe and lambes (as ws 
ſee,there be the weaks,the ſicke, the bzuſcd 
and ſuch as erre)p thing is odious in them, 
becauſe they pꝛofeſſe holineſſe, and there- 
foze cannot in them be bozne: therfoze lift 
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vp your harts in earneſt pzayervnfo 
that he will powze downe the ſpirite of fa+ 
therly loue and mercy vpon rulers and 
iudges, that they may deale in the Lozdes 
flocke, and towardes his poozs weake 
ſheepe, with ſuch regard as that they may 
anſwer befoze Chꝛiſt. Thus if we honour 
— trueth , if we pzactiſe — 
ru ,euery one perfozming 

duties which the Loꝛd inioyneth, the ru- 


lers and iudges, paſtozs and gouerners in 


the Church. as alſo the pzinate perſons, we 
ſhall growe into this holy vnity which the 
holy Ghoſt here pꝛaiſeth, we ſhall receine 
all heauenly gifts and bleſſings, yea euen 
that great bleſſing of all bleſſinges,the life 
foz euermoꝛe. Graunt this buto vs O 
02d, fo thy deare ſonnes ſake our redee- 
mer & Sauiour: to whom with thee e the 
holy ghoT thzee perſons , and one enerla- 
ſting God, whom we wozſhip, be all 
bonoz,glozie,dominion and pow- 
er, foz enermoze, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


